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Thank YOU NEILSTON!
Last issue (Who’s Going Places?) carried images
of 12 key sites and gave people the opportunity
to feed back on the issues these sites raised for
them, and how they might be improved. Many
of you did. And will continue to do so.
A big thank-you to those who took the time to
join in. But not everyone could, so no apologies,
then, for devoting a good chunk of this issue to
an account of how it all went. You’ll recognise
some well-kent faces!

Next issue will feature the Going Places
report proposals and further steps on
progress.

WHAT’s inside

Don’t forget...
THE BANK CAFE - The Hub and
the grub of the communit y!
open Tues - Fri 10.30am - 3pm

NEILSTON Going Places UPDATE	 pg 2-3
the bank account	PG 4
- bank bike hub is back
- cinema on your doorstep
- new monday walkS!
- and more...

Sign up to our mailing list to receive regular updates at http://ow.ly/hvS5D

www.neilstontrust.co.uk

NEILSTON GOING PLACES
From 22nd February to 29th March the village was buzzing (and
no doubt still is!). People’s views were captured in a range of ways
illustrated here, in a focused attempt to reach people wherever
they were.
This intensive process, part-funded by Scottish Government, closed on
Saturday 29th March. when around 50 people came along to Neilston
Primary School to hear thoughtful and professional presentations from
the Neilston Going Places team (introduced in last issue).
Professor Leigh Sparks of Stirling University gave an overview of the
renewed interest in revitalising town and village centres and pointed to
Scottish Government’s commitment to community-led renewal, with
Neilston being a leading example.

Visit the Neilston Going Places
website for more information

www.neilstongoingplaces.com

Matt Lowell gave a round-up of the wide-ranging conversations with local
people, including interviews with commuters on the train (a first!), chats
at the school gates, work with children and parents, community walks,
and one to one sessions in the Open Design Studio at the Bank. Most
important, the opinions were fed back into the work of the design team,
who presented in the second half of the session.

YOUR key concerns
These key concerns came forward during the community conversations:
Village Centre:

Housing opportunities

Open Space

Village wide

Physical appearance

‘Amenity’ housing for older
people

Healthy living

History and heritage

Traffic and parking
Well-functioning spaces
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THE SPACE

Affordable housing

Capacity of services and
infrastructure

‘Connectivity’ especially for
walking and cycling
Lighting and security

Community pride and
citizenship

Tom Sneddon, Richard East and David Fleming presented the
outcome of the many discussions on the themes of Village Centre,
Open Space and Housing Opportunities. Many questions were
raised and answered and it was clear that almost all the issues
(and their solutions) are interconnected. The issue of parking, for
instance, cuts across everything - pedestrian safety, the school
gates, connections within the village and access to the shops. In the
same way, the proposals coming forward are linked and need to be
presented together.
Pauline Gallacher from NDT traced the long road that had led to the
Neilston Going Places programme:
‘People often complain that they have no influence on what happens
to their place. For 10 years Neilston people have has been trying to
change that, believing that it should be possible to create a new way
of working, open to all, and in collaboration with our local authority.
We wanted to see the community’s vision for itself reflected in
official plans. It’s been a long journey involving many people, but
now we really are ‘going places’.

The Neilston Going Places report will be
completed soon and will be submitted to
Scottish Government for comment.
As soon as possible thereafter it will be
posted on NDT’s website and hard copies
will also be available for consultation.
The report will be put to work immediately,
informing
Supplementary
Planning
Guidance being prepared by ERC for the
Local Development Plan. The report and
its recommendations will form the basis
for further development at local level,
with the focus on ‘doing the doable’.

See ‘Nuts and Bolts’ below to find out how that will happen.

THE NUTS AND BOLTS
Critical to the success of the Charter Advisory Group is the way in which people are kept informed and involved. A lot of
careful work, involving key groups, went into devising a structure to reflect all community interests. Here’s how it works:

The Advisory Group will continue to monitor and advise on progress.
NDT, a charity with membership open to all Neilston residents over 18, has been entrusted with a lead and coordinating role,
with a remit to communicate and engage with the whole community.
The Project Groups will evolve as key projects are identified. They will be charged with getting on with the job of delivering
the goods, while keeping us all on board.
THE SPACE
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Food bank

Donations can be made at
the Bank. Referrals too.

THE BANK account
OPENING
SOON

Bank Bike Hub, BACK IN SERVICE!
The Bank Bike Hub is getting
ready to open the doors of the
Bike Hub and Workstation for
summer 2014. The summer
programme of cycle rides and
training will be launched in July,
and the Hub workstation is open
for business from Saturday 7th
June.

We now have 4 volunteers fully
Richard's new bike — or
trained and experienced as
is it a back to front trike?
mechanics (Velotech and City
Wheely wonderful!
and Guilds accredited) and 6
cycle ride leaders and 4 Bikeability trainers (who have
been working with schools across East Renfrewshire).
Between them they’ll get you and your whole family back
on the saddle in ship shape and safe to go!

UKULELE GROUP
The Neilston Ukulele group would love more folks to come
along and give it a try. Ukes available. No music reading skills
required. Join in the national uke uprising!
Wednesdays, fortnightly
beginners 7pm - 8pm 	Improvers 8pm - 9pm

Charge per session £3 under 16s; £5 over 16s. All ages welcome.

WALKING BACK TO HAPPINESS!
New MONDAY WalkS

NE W

starts Monday 12th May 10.30am

NDT is delighted to announce a new weekly
walking group. The short walks (20-25 minutes) will be at a
gentle pace and end at the Bank with a cuppa and a chat.

Hub services will include:

Two of our regular walkers have just been trained as Walk
Leaders and are keen to encourage as many of you as they
can to come on out and enjoy some fresh air and give your
legs a gentle stretch on some easy walks around the village.
The first block of walks are scheduled for: May 12th and 19th;
June 2nd and 9th. All welcome!

• Increased hours of opening and a faster and more
flexible service

WEDNESDAY WALKERS

2014 brings an enhanced service and a programme
of cycle activities and events to appeal to all ages and
capabilities. Age no barrier!

• Increased cycling opportunities and opportunities for
young people, parents/carers and families;and over 50s
• An exciting and varied programme of ride outs and
cycle-based events
• Establishing Neilston and the Bank Bike Hub as a stopof-point for all cyclists, for information and refreshments
and a cycle-friendly venue.
Full details in the next newsletter.
If you would like to get involved in supporting
cycling please get in touch. An hour once a week
would be a great contribution. You don’t have to be
a great cyclist to help! Call 0141 561 1201 or email
admin@neilstontrust.co.uk to find out more.

FOODBANK
VOLUNTEER REQUIRED
We are looking for help to transport donations from
Neilston to Barrhead. So if you have a car, an hour to
spare once or twice a month and would like to support
your local foodbank, we would love to hear from you.
Mileage expenses will be reimbursed.
Contact us at admin@neilstontrust.co.uk, call 0141 561
1201 or call in to The Bank and have a chat with us.

The Wednesday walkers welcome you to join them for their
weekly stroll, at 10am (walk 60 minutes plus) or at 10.30am
(20-25 minutes) starting and finishing at the Bank with a
cuppa and a chat.

CINEMA ON YOUR
DOORSTEP
Forget those mega multiplexes; Neilston has its own
‘picture house’!
Senior residents in Neilston are already enjoying the stars
of the Big Screen at the Neilston Silver Screen Club. Next
showing will be on Monday 19th May (and every third
Monday of the month after that ) at The Bank, Main Street.
Come and see Judy Dench doing her
usual stellar stuff as “Philomena”,
based on the real–life story of a
mother’s search for her lost son.
The films have been suggested by
members of the Neilston Friendship
Group and the Bank Seniors Group.
Sorry, no popcorn and choc ices
available but some great home
baking and a cuppa on offer. So
why not join us for the screenings,
meet up with old friends and
make some new ones.
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