A COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER PRODUCED BY NEILSTON DEVELOPMENT TRUST

PIG SQUARE,
BE THERE!
Saturday, Saturday - the
trip to the supermarket,
sorting the house out,
kids ferried here and
there. One weekend‘s
much the same as the
next for most of us. Then
along comes a day that
breaks the routine!
What about a once for all,
never-again event which
closes part of High Street,
covers Pig Square with
marquees and invites the
whole village to a daylong party with dozens of
activities for all ages and
interests? With a children’s
lantern parade, and
ceilidh for 250 to end the
proceedings?
Take a look at the
programme inside and we
bet you a longlife light bulb
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(or a hog roll) there will be
something to entertain you
and your family.
Underneath all the fun and
games, Neilston Up for
Powerdown takes up the
challenge of climate change
and brings it right back home
to show you ways of cutting
your carbon footprint and
cutting your energy bills,
getting fitter and generally
having a nice time.
The focus on 20th March is
definitely on having a nice
time, but a fantastic range
of stalls and things to do will
introduce you to the many
ways you can make savings
for yourself and the planet

So skip the shopping
for once - by next year
you could be growing it
yourself!
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“Neilston Up for
Powerdown day

directly supports
the community’s
sustainability
aspirations set out
in the Neilston Town
Charter, including a
reduction of energy
use at an individual,
household and
community level.”
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Take one village centre, a couple
of big tents, a road closure and
hundreds of folk and you see a village
transformed. Truly, nothing like this
has happened in the village before.
But these are remarkable times and
we can expect magic to happen. Is it
something to do with the fairy ring
that appears around the
sycamore every spring?
A lively and rich day-time programme
of events, workshops, information
and street-based demos and
activities awaits you from 11am-4pm
…and then more in store as darkness
falls and Neilston lights up!

Want to try growing but don’t know
your Maris Pipers from your Neilston
Pipers? A light-hearted Gardeners
Question time will help you get
started.
Daunted by digging a neglected plot?
Small is beautiful - make yourself
a planter, stuff it full of seeds and
goodness - and stand back for
amazing results
Interested in saving money and
(maybe) saving the planet too?
Many, many ways to do this - ask the
Powerdown Team.
Don’t fancy knitting yourself a
windmill but curious about green
energy? Experts on hand to take the

Programme highlights
GREEN WITH ENVY
(cAN I HAvE SOmE!)
LOCAL FOOD/TREATS
• Threepwood Fayre
• Wester Highgate Farmhouse Ice Cream
• Hog Roast and Good
Things to Eat (outdoors)

GREEN FINGERS
GARDENING/FOOD PRODUCTION
• Barrhead and Neilston
Horticultural Association
• Fairlie Community Gardens
• Urban Roots
• Children’s Orchard

GREEN SHOOTS
LOCAL ROOTS SUSTAINABLE
cOmmUNITIES/LOcALLy-LEd
• Neilston Development Trust
• Neilston Renaissance Town
• Neilston Community Windfarm
• Hillside TRA/CC/Leader

WASHING GREEN AND KEEPING CLEAN
HOUSEHOLD AND LIFESTYLE
• DC Demo Household eco products
• What’s in the Shops?
• Mastercomposting/reusable nappies
• Neilston Crafters and Grafters
Local crafts/artisans/therapists

BAck (ANd) GREEN
REUSE, RECYCLE
• Glasgow Wood Recycling
• Yooz (Building materials)
• ERCO reuse Services/Food waste

SERVICES ON THE GREEN
• Information/lost property
• Neilston Development Trust
• First Aid
• Toilets
• Baby Change
• Perfomers/Bands Rendevouz and Rest

GREEN MEANS GO
TRANSPORT ALTERNATIVES/LEISURE
• Neilston Leisure
• Eco-transport Simulator
• Biofuel Demo
• Go Bikes Strathclyde
• Adrenaline Bikes
WATcH THE GREEN (£S)
HOUSEHOLD ENERGY/
MICRORENEWABLES
• Solar panels/biofuel generator
• MCS installers/solar panels, heat pumps
• Renewable Resources Ltd

TAkE A STANd!

ON STAGE:
EXcLUSIvE PERFORmANcES!
Performances including Planet Fantastic
with the P6 pupils of Neilston’s schools

Bands and music including “Going Green
in Neilston” with the Skunnered and the
P6 pupils of Neilston’s schools
The Horsebox orchestra and puppet show
Talks and Gardeners Question time
HAvE A SEAT!
Lots of room to sit, watch the show; chat
with stall holders; meet the neighbours

WHAT’S HAPPENING ANd WHERE?
hot air out of microgeneration.
If the excitement gets too much you can just watch your
youngsters perform in their very own drama productions,
or listen to some of the cool sounds brought to you by
local bands.
The Horsebox Orchestra, the recyclers’ answer to the RSNO.
Hear them perform and join a make-your-own-saxophone
workshop.
Demos and tuition in skateboarding and street-dance plus
all you need to know about lowering your carbon footprint,
saving money and having a good time too.

“High street - reclaim the space! For
one day only - turn the clock back to
when the street was safe for play. At
great expense of effort and cash we
have secured permission for a road
closure from 11am-4pm to enable a
range of active pursuits to take place in
front of the school gate - one of the key
spaces considered in the town charter.”

“how to”
workshoPs
11-4Pm
(numbers limited first come first served!)
GROW yOUR OWN!
Gardening for beginners
(with Barrhead and Neilston
Horticultural Association)
COMPOSTING MADE EASY
Everything you’ve always
wanted to know about
composting but were afraid
to ask
TAkE AWAy PLANTERS!
Make your own, plant them
up, watch them grow! (with
Glasgow Wood Recycling and
Urban Roots!)
MUSIC MAKERS
Saxophones from next to
nothing! (with the Horsebox
Orchestra)

then later...
6.45-7.15pm
LANTERN PARADE
THROUGH THE VILLAGE
Starting at Pig Square, look
out for the low-carbon
secret of these special
lanterns, carefully crafted
by pupils of the village
primary schools.

7.30-11pm
LOW-cARBON cEILIdH
Local performers, local
music, local talent, locally
managed, low travel, locally
sourced food and low
amplification!
Tickets cost £8 adults/£5
seniors. £20 Family ticket
(2 adults and children)
Price includes a tasty light
supper. ByO Refreshments
Tickets can be purchased at
www.tickets-scotland.com
or contact the Bank (leave
message if no-one takes your
call) on 0141 561 1201

Remember the days...Children playing safely on High Street

Proposed area at School gates

EDITORIAL
It seems hard to imagine that a year has passed since the
last full edition of the space. Plans are afoot to ensure that
information is brought to you more regularly, but it’s been
altogether a busy time for the village and NdT.
Our involvement in the Renaissance Town programme,
community Windfarm, Bank plans and our growing volunteer
and cultural programmes have left little time for spreading the
word. But it’s been a good year, and we hope a little of that
achievement is conveyed in this edition of The Space.
Looking outwards and forward, beyond even the Town Charter
and its 20-year vision, there has scarcely been a time in recent
years when the future of our world is so uncertain. Climate
change is with us - whatever our opinions about the finer
points - and with that comes the need to change attitudes to
the environment and non-renewable resources. We’ll all have
to make changes.
But when to start? How about Saturday 20th march? Where
to start? How about right here?
Months of fund-raising, brainstorming, negotiation and slog
are about to bring Neilston the biggest event ever to hit the
High Street. Neilston Up for Powerdown will bring the best that
Neilston LIVE! can offer, presenting you and your family with a
bonanza of fun with a greenish tinge - 20 shades, in fact!
So whether you’re deep green to the tips of your fingers or
wondering what it’s all about, keep Saturday 20th march free.
you’ll be green with envy otherwise.

THE SPAcE
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POWERDOWN COMES TO NEILSTON
dire warnings of planetary doom have been on the
go for some time now - rising sea levels, extremes
of weather, deserts and floods, famines and water
crisis - it can all seem like something from a disaster
movie. But climate change is with us, however you
want to look at it and everyone from international
governments to nursery school children need to do
their bit. All too much?
do I care? And where could I even begin? And why
would I - isn’t life tough enough?
That’s where Powerdown comes in. The Scottish
Government has committed funds through the Climate
Challenge Fund to help local people help themselves to
reduce their Carbon Footprint. We have promised our
funders to repay their investment by reducing Neilston’s CO2
by a significant amount.
How do you get 5,000 people (2000+ households) to sign
up? We’re hoping 20th march will make a good start!

HOME ENERGY CHECKS
(HEc)

20 SHADES OF GREEN…
Energy efficient appliances - driving for fuel
efficiency - shopping local - recycling - home
insulation - walking/cycling instead of driving growing your own food - buying fair-trade goods
- public transport - renewable energy - holidays
nearer home - craft goods - there are many ways
to skin the carbon cat.
...and 20 ways of greening (well not quite, but
Powerdown offers something for everyone).
• Home Energy check
• Household carbon footprint
• Neilston 10:10
The Neilston 10:10 campaign is to encourage every
household in the village to reduce their carbon
emission by 10% in 2010 / 2011. This can be achieved
through simple changes without massive alterations
to our lifestyle. The 10:10 campaign starts march
2010 to March 2011.
• Powerdown challenge champions
Fantastic awards for individuals who reduce their
carbon footprint by 20% - 30%. Over £700 worth of
prizes are up for grabs.
• Grow your own food
• kitchen canny - Be wise with food waste
• Love Food champions - Taste not waste!
• composting - Turn those peelings into goodness

Look out for your free energy check invite

very soon, (if not already!) you will be receiving
an invitation to have a free home energy check
carried out by the Powerdown team. This will
cover things like your heating system, how much
wall and roof insulation there is in your home, and
how much money you could save by doing a few
simple things.
When you get your special delivery - look out for
Ollie the ostrich on the envelope - please take time
to complete the form and one of the team will be
in touch to
arrange an appointment.

In association with
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MEET THE TEAM
Jonas Cromwell has been with NDT since May 2009. During that time he
has networked intensively with schools, council, churches, held outreach
meetings, devised his strategy and written successful funding applications
to support it - and become a Dad!
We now have our Powerdown team in place. You’ll meet them at Neilston
Up for Powerdown and all around the village in the coming months. Jonas
said, “The team has been chosen for their enthusiasm for the Powerdown
message but also because they understand it can be difficult to get your
head around all this stuff. Their warm and understanding personalities will
help residents to see how they can reduce their own costs by home energy
improvements and other small changes. What’s more they’ll actually help
organise insulation work and so on - even helping you empty that loft!”

Jonas Cromwell

a Hay
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Marlene Pirri

CARBON FOOTPRINTING
Many people are already ahead of the game in switching
off, turning down, wising up on matters environmental.
Consumer pressure about the environment has led
industry and governments to respond. So if you’re really
‘Up for Powerdown’ we’ll ask you to sign up for our carbon
footprinting campaign - households who really want to make
a difference and whom we can support in this.
Sign up to calculate your carbon footprint and receive
a free thermal image of your house. The thermal image
shows where heat is lost in your property. You will receive
a three page report which includes an infrared image and
suggestions of how to reduce heat lost.

HOW dO WE kNOW WE’RE mAkING A
dIFFERENcE?
Someone said if carbon dioxide was coloured purple we’d
soon start doing something about, it as the purple fog got
thicker and thicker. But there are ways of calculating the
differences we are making, and we will be gathering this
information to demonstrate how well we’re getting on.
We’ll let you know too, so we can improve month by month.
If everyone makes small changes, that adds up to a lot.
Can we make this a matter of pride for Neilston,
with everyone from kids at school to church
people to businesses and families at home all
playing their part? More power to us in our
powering down!

what’s a carbon footPrint?
that’s how much of the biggest
greenhouse gas - carbon dioxide (co2)
- each of us is responsible for sending
out into the atmosphere, in the way
we use energy in our homes, our
leisure or transport and the things
we consume.

Making a start in your own back yard; a volunteer digs the Bank
veggie patch

GROW yOUR OWN dINNER!
“Not very long ago, the growing of vegetables was
commonly dismissed as a minority interest for ecoeccentrics and crumbly old allotment holders. But concern
for the environment, worries about healthy eating and the
credit crunch have led to packets of veg seeds flying off
the racks, with sales reportedly rising by up to 60% on last
spring.” Guardian April 2008.
Now indeed, it’s become quite chic, with Jamie Oliver and
Co growing their own. So whether your concern is for the
planet, your purse or your palate, look out for the foodgrowing project we’ve been piloting in the Bank back
garden and with Hillside TRA. Neilston has plenty of sites
that could soon be brimming over with good things taking a ‘leaf’ out of our local eco-schools’ book!

….ANd EAT IT ALL UP!
The cost of food waste in the UK every year is £10 BILLION
and increasing! We throw away a staggering THIRD of the
food/drink we produce and buy in the country. Wasted
money, wasted food, wasted energy. Powerdown will
be looking at ways to compost waste food and minimise
other forms of waste.

THE SPAcE
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BANK AND VOLUNTEER NEWS
SUNDAY LUNCH AT THE CAFé
Not content with giving their
time and talent during the week,
some of our café volunteers have
come forward with the idea of
providing Sunday lunch at The
Bank.
Now regulars, and perhaps some new
customers can enjoy a three-course
menu provided by charming Rose,
Catie and Mattie at the unbelievable
price of £7.50 or £5.50 for seniors/
children (under 16). Rose’s baking is
legendary and Catie’s soups are pretty
good too!
But what makes it really special is
the warmth of the welcome and
the generosity of spirit that ALL our
volunteers bring to the task.
Rose says “If you’re on your own,
Sunday can be a long day and if you’re
busy out working, it’s nice to be able
to sit down with the family without
having to cook yourself or drive
out into town.” Catie adds, “At the
moment the Bank Café can’t open

at weekends - there aren’t enough
volunteers. That means folk who
work out of the village don’t have the
chance to get to know the Trust and
what it does. Sunday lunch can begin
to change that.”

Next lunch:
Sunday 11th April.

Sittings 12.30 & 2.30pm
BOOkING REQUIREd. drop into the
Bank, call NdT on 561 1201 or email
neilstondev.trust@hotmail.co.uk

Neilston Up for Powerdown is a
massive undertaking, all brought to
you by local volunteers. If you’d like to
help in any way - leaflet distribution,
stewarding on the day, clearing up,
please call Laura carswell on
07974 171 830 or ring the Trust on
0141 561 1201.
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Available in Cafe, Admin,
gardening - a couple of hours
a week, more if you want.
Contact Anne Macdonald
07976 915 162 or drop
into the Bank.

BANK CAFE
Open mon-Fri 10am-1.30pm

MENU

can’t make it?
Look out for
posters for
the next date!

HELP NEEDED
FOR 20TH MARCH

Volunteering
opportunities

BANK FOR HIRE
The Bank is available for hire for
functions, meetings, workspace,
outreach. call 0141 561 1201 for
more information.

Taster sessions in
alternative therapies

NEW

Monday - Reiki
Tuesday - Aromatherapy and Indian
Head Massage.
Sign up at the Bank! Places limited
according to demand.

Homemade Soup with Bread
£1.70
Sandwiches
£1.40
Toasted Sandwiches
from £1.60
Beans on Toast
£1.20
Baked Potato
from £2.70
Salads
sm £1.70/lg £2.70
Toast, Butter & Jam
£0.60
Fairtrade Tea & Coffee
from £0.70
Hot Chocolate
from £0.90
Soft Drinks
£0.70
Flavoured Water
£0.80
Chocolate Biscuits
£0.30
Cakes
from £0.90

TEA/cOFFEE & cAkE
from only £1.40
SENIOR SPECIAL LUNCH
Soup, Sandwich & Tea/coffee
only £3.00
TINY TOTS MEAL
Sandwich, yoghurt
& drink
only £1.20

PLUSY
DAILALS
SPECI

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Laura Fergus - Graphic designer
Having been made redundant after 12 years as a Graphic Designer, I was
looking for something to keep me busy and get out and about to meet
people. I saw a call for volunteers at the Trust and put forward my services
as a designer. It has been a great experience working for NDT and learning
about what they are doing for the community and meeting everyone involved.
Working voluntarily as a freelance designer for NDT has helped me stay
creative and given me invaluable experience.
“Laura’s creative input and freely given time has transformed our marketing
and communications. Thanks, Laura!” - Editor

Stephen mcmahon - Powerdown volunteer
Stephen has been quietly volunteering with NDT
for 6 months now, putting his commitment to the
environment into practice. He is working with
Jonas to promote Powerdown, and has undertaken
training to enable him to act as a qualified Energy
Efficiency Adviser. Stephen also volunteers with
Oxfam and is studying for an Open University
degree in environmental studies. Another great
citizen of Neilston!

And welcome to Philip Hawthorne
Our student placement from Strathclyde University,
who is assisting with the March 20th programme
and generally growing his understanding of what
makes communities ‘tick’.
Supported by

WINDFARM
At time of writing, the application for Neilston
community Windfarm is still being considered by East
Renfrewshire Planning department. Around 100 people
attended the open weekend at the Bank in August,
advertised by a house-to-house leaflet drop, letters to
adjacent owners and other publicity. Questions were
asked and answers given and while we don’t expect
everyone to like them, the fact that the 4 turbines
proposed would be 49.9% owned by the community
makes this a ‘community windfarm’ worthy of the name.
Alan Walker, chair says: “If planning consent were
to be given, the income to the community would be
staggering; several hundred thousand pounds per year
in the first 12 years while the loan is repaid and anything
up to a million for the remaining life of the scheme. The
legal framework adopted means that as a charity these
funds could be tax-free to NdT. This development is the
first of its kind in Scotland - another first for Neilston!”

WHAT’S THE dEAL FOR THE
cOmmUNITy?
NdT has undertaken (at a Town Team meeting last June)
to set up a “common Good Fund” to ensure there are
funds available to be used in ways that benefit the
village. The Neilston Town charter, for one, has many
projects that need serious money. more information
in future issues of The Space and at meetings of the
Neilston Town Team. (Next meeting: Glen Halls, 24th
march, 7pm)
If consent is granted, NdT will have to seek several
millions of pounds of loan finance, but the banks
consider wind a reliable investment. And, coming from
Neilston, would we disagree?

THE SPAcE
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BUILDING OUR RENAISSANCE
The structure of the Renaissance process means that the
Town Team continues its work beyond the creation of the
Charter, continuing to meet regularly and champion the
delivery of the projects and the vision. The key relationship
in this is a new type of partnership between local people and
council, which goes beyond the words in a document and
becomes one of real collaboration. That needs patience,
trust and generosity on both sides. What is evident, in
both the Renaissance process and in the other partnerships
being developed by NDT, is that new
Alan Walker and Kate futures for our communities do need
Robertson speak at
new ways of doing things. The Town
Renaissance Town
Team is one of them; but it needs to
conference last June
grow and sustain itself with fresh ideas
Last January’s edition of The Space (New year, New
and more people joining.
Neilston), announced the start of the Renaissance
Town process. (Remember the red ribbons and cards?) The most recent meeting was held on 24th February, and
considered ways of sensitively developing the various gap
In true Neilston form, all expectations were met and
sites that have appeared over the years. We’ll cover this in
surpassed, with over 200 people attending the launch
more detail in the next issue of The Space.
sessions and a regular 50 residents attending at the
fortnightly meetings, which continued until April. For
those who could not be with us in that process, the energy
and enthusiasm of all - local people, council reps, people
from community organisations and our team of talented
consultants - was uplifting and exciting. Debating together
the future of the village for the next 20 years and feeling that
our visions would matter, marked the start of a journey to
ensure that Neilston’s renewal will bring to its people.

Billy Sinclair presents the charter to the
leader of the council with the words “Mr
Fletcher, we present you with the Neilston
Town Charter. We take it seriously and we
trust that you will”

Main Street 2020?
Not just a pretty picture!

Full charter at www.ads.org.uk/documents/573/573.pdf

MISSED THE TOWN TEAM
SO FAR? NO PROBLEm!
The whole point of the Town Team is that it’s open
to all, flexible and welcoming. If you’re thinking
of coming next time, but wondering how you fit
in, why not come along a little earlier (from 6pm
onwards) and meet some Town Team members
and catch
up on what’s been going on?
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NExT TOWN TEAM
mEETING?
WEd 24TH mARcH (TBc)
We will look at how the work of
delivering the charter can be carried
forward in a way that continues to
engage people in the topics that interest
them.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS
The past year has been a busy
one for the Community Council,
with several major planning
initiatives coming on-line. The
consultation on the proposed new
Local Development Plan resulted
in a considerable response from
Neilston residents.
Many thanks to those who contacted
the Community Council with their
views (neilston.cc@hotmail.co.uk)
or contacted ERC directly. Your input
has made a difference and helps to
protect the village from large-scale
housing or inappropriate commercial
development.
The Station Yard proposals have now
been considerably scaled down and
greater emphasis will be placed on
Park & Ride and parking facilities in
the area. Your Community Council
continues to make representations
about certain aspects of the Harelaw
Windfarm development, the location
of pylons from the above, and various
proposals for phone masts around the
village centre. Other areas in which
your Community Council has made an
input are the Core Paths programme,
Neilston Development Plan, Neilston
Focus Group, Review of Community
Councils, Neilston Old Folks Welfare,
licensing decisions, bus services and
roads and sponsorship of Neilston
LIVE!. In October 2009 the Community
Council was pleased to fund and install
a new bench

e
was part of the villag
This tree in High Street
in
0s,
198
the
in
wn
cut do
townscape till it was
campaign.
spite of a brave local

for the use of villagers, next to the
sheltered housing opposite Kirkstyle
Crescent. The bench was dedicated to
William Reid, Nan Jones and Richard
Collins in recognition of their years of
work on behalf of the people of the
village and as founder members of
Neilston Community Council.
We try to keep the public upto-date on a wide range of local
issues by having guest speakers,
with extremely interesting talks by,
amongst others: Dominic McMahon
(licensing regulations & the workings
of the Licensing Board), Matt Greenen
(planning officer with remit for trees &
TPOs), Inspector Jackson (Strathclyde
Police), Anne Kidd (Voluntary Action),
Yvonne Simpson (East Renfrewshire
Carers Centre), Kelly Craig (Women
Against Violence), Shirley Robinson
(Barrhead Housing Association)
Inspector Campbell Crawford
(Strathclyde Police), Dominic Farrugia
(Carbon Free Developments), who
spoke in detail about the proposals for
the Neilston Community Windfarm,
and Rodney Mortimer (SPT Director
of Policy & Strategy) who gave a most
interesting talk on the long-term rail
transport proposals for Neilston.
Apart from keeping you up-to-date with
village news, the Community Council
meetings are an ideal way to meet
your local constabulary and elected
councillors. Cllrs. Tony Buchanan,
Charlie Gilbert and Elaine

Greene give up their time to attend
the majority of our meetings and are
always available for discussions.

THE FUTURE
The next few years are shaping up to
be years of real change for Neilston,
with the adoption of the Town Charter,
the new Local Plan and proposed
Community Windfarm.
We are also planning to petition the
Scottish Parliament shortly to institute
a new system of Tree Protection
Orders to protect our local trees and
woodlands. We would ask for your
support for this petition by signing
on-line at http://epetitions.scottish.
parliament.uk/list_petitions.asp,
site live around end February.
The Community Council presently has
two vacant places. If you feel you can
regularly give two hours a month to
attend the meetings, live in Neilston
and are 16 or over, we would be
delighted to hear from you.
We are also looking for a minutes
secretary to take the minutes at the
monthly meetings. All expenses will
be met. Please contact neilston.cc@
hotmail.co.uk or phone Steven Healy
for details on 0141 580 0534.
The Community Council meets at
7.30pm in the Glen Halls on the last
Tuesday of each month. Open to
everyone to attend.

John Scott - Chair

Happily, the Town Ch
arter proposals
suggest tree planting
at many points
throughout the villag
e
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more COMMUNITY NEWS
Kirk Glebe Gardens
Hillside TRA has been working with SHER and NCC on a
project for gardens at Kirk Glebe. The Community Council is
asking groups to
make a donation
to the project.
On Sunday 4th
April we will be
planting spring
flowers in Kirk
Glebe garden.
For more details
on how you can
donate please
call 580 0534.
Kirk Glebe Garden - in nee
d
of a splash of colour

grow your own projects
Hillside TRA will be starting for the second year our ‘grow
your own’ project, by planting carrots in old containers.
Potatoes, peas, onions, beetroot etc are also on the menu.
This year the project has been funded by the Area Forum

Step into spring
In April, Neilston and the Community Council mounts its first
community project ‘Step into Spring’. We are asking anyone
who has time to come
along to St Thomas’
school and give a
hand to clean up the
playground on Saturday
3rd April as part of the
Keep Scotland Tidy.

us NDT litter pick.

Flashback to previo

services charges reduced
Hillside TRA along with SHER are pleased that the Council
has agreed to reduce the service charges to residents in
Kirk Glebe by 50% from 1st April.

Local jobs for local people
Local jobs for local people started by Hillside and
Thornliebank TRA funded by S.G. starts this month.

NEWS UPDATE PROVIDED BY STEVEN HEALY
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NEILSTON LIVE

crofthead
concerts

Music lovers in East
Renfrewshire will
be able to hear an
exciting brand of
live music when
the Woody Pines
play the first in a
series of regular
concerts at the
Crofthead Hall in
Neilston on Sunday 28th March 2010.
Woody Pines are a quartet from the Southern
Appalachians who play a great mix of ragtime and
blues. Maverick Magazine, in reviewing their current
album “Counting Alligators” said “They bring a good
slug of that city’s jazz and rhythms to his old-timey
acoustic country blues and the result is the beginning
of what sets him apart from the crowd”.
Crofthead Concerts are presented by Neilston LIVE!
(the cultural arm of Neilston Development Trust)
and will supplement the organisation’s other musical
ventures by adding high quality authentic live music
into the mix. Organiser Allan McDougall said, “The
Crofthead Hall is an excellent and intimate venue,
with great acoustics and a warm and welcoming
atmosphere. It is ideal for this type of music and we
hope locals and visitors alike will be able to come
along and have an entertaining night out. We will be
running a regular programme of gigs, featuring the
best music of all traditions, at the hall. “
The Crofthead Hall is situated at the Crofthead
Bowling Club in Molendinar Terrace in Neilston.
Tickets are on sale at www.tickets-scotland.com at
£12.50 plus booking fee or check out the website for
more information or receive a newsletter.

around and about with ndt
Adopt a station

Barrhead and Neilston
Historical Association

Volunteers Elizabeth
and Tom have
been busy keeping
planters blooming.
Pity about the
background; let’s
hope the climbers
are fast growing!
More planters
coming soon.

The Association pop into the café for lunch every Tuesday
after their talks given by Irene Hughson. Interest in village
history is as lively as ever among all ages...

Santa (and his helpers)...
did come to Neilston
- with chocolate gold
for every child - a
reward for perfect
behaviour, no
doubt! Santa was
very grateful for the
Neilston support
team. How could he
get round the houses
without them!

Barrhead and Neilston Historical
Association members

as shown by the Walking
Theatre programme
commissioned by NDT for
local schools

and the Town Team visit to Crofthead Mill

Abbey Coaches Ltd
Kirktonfield Road, Neilston G78 3NY
Tel/Fax 0141 880 6322

24 to 57 seated coaches available for all types of hire.
All fitted with seat belts and well maintained.
Reasonable prices.

Barrhead Housing
Association is a locally
based charitable
organisation providing
quality affordable
rented and sheltered
housing throughout
East Renfrewshire,
principally within
Barrhead, Neilston,
Thornliebank and
Newton Mearns.
Recently completed
and let 89 new homes
in Auchenback and
St Mary’s within
Barrhead. All properties
are for rent.

60/70 Main Street, Barrhead G78 1SB
T. 0141 881 0638
E. enquiries@barrheadha.org
www.barrheadha.org
We have been active participants of
the community led Neilston renaissance
charter and continue to support the
Neilston Development Trust.

Recycling
supplies

You can now collect recycling
containers from the Bank Café.
Pop in to collect your paper recycling bag,
plastics recycling bag or box for recycling
glass and cans.

THE SPACE
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join us!

I would like to apply for membership of Neilston Development Trust.

At the start of another
year of possibility for the
village and the Trust, please
consider joining NDT (£1 life
membership). That gives you a
say in how we go forward

Name						

Age (if under 18)

Address
						
						

Postcode (essential)

Joined already? Why not give
a couple of hours a month and
join the action?

Tel				

Fill in form and return to:
Shona Donnelly, Secretary,
30 Glen Falloch Crescent,
Neilston G78 3QY

E-mail

My Interests (e.g. sport, gardening, local history)

Organisations I’m involved with (e.g. Scouts, residents’ associations)

I’d like to get involved in Neilston Development Trust, please contact me to discuss
I enclose £1 membership (free if under 18)
Signature 					

Date



BANK REFURBISHMENT
The Old Bank, 84 Main Street, Neilston G78 3EA
T: 0141 561 1201 E: info@neilstontrust.co.uk
Jonas Cromwell
Community Powerdown Project Officer
E: jonas.cromwell@neilstontrust.co.uk
Pauline Gallacher
Co-ordinator
E: pauline.gallacher@neilstontrust.co.uk
Laura Carswell
Cultural Convenor/Vice Chair
E: laura.carswell@neilstontrust.co.uk

It seems we have been reporting forever on plans
for the bank refurbishment. At time of writing,
decisions on big funding applications are awaited.
Hoping for good news to report next edition!

WITH THANKS TO

Anne Macdonald
Volunteer Manager
E. anne.macdonald@neilstontrust.co.uk

www.neilstontrust.co.uk
Neilston Development Trust, a company limited by guarantee,
registered in Scotland (no. SC 299623). Recognised as a charity (SC 037625)
Registered office: 84 Main Street, Neilston, G78 3EA

DON’T FORGET

