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CUSTOMER FIRST in NEILSTON!
o
o
o
o
o

Bamboozled by the benefits system?
Council Tax query?
Want to apply for school clothing & meals grants?
Need refuse uplifted?
Got a housing issue?

…. In fact ANY enquiry about your life and how the Council can help.
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A face-to-face chat can often be more productive than a telephone
call.
Speak to specially trained ERC CUSTOMER FIRST staff.
Information, assistance with filling in forms, signposting to other
services.
Private and confidential

EVERY WEDNESDAY 10-12 at the Bank, starting

Wednesday 13 August

For a trial period of three months
NDT IS DELIGHTED TO HAVE SECURED THIS SERVICE FOR THE VILLAGE.

Free inside
!

Your copy of
Neilston Live !
programme
!
Give us your
opinions on the
Bank and win £50

IF IT’S NOT USED IT WILL HAVE TO BE WITHDRAWN
USE IT OR LOSE IT!
Clydesdale Bank back in town?
Yes –we thought that headline would grab your attention!

NB NDT is providing a base in the Bank for ERC to deliver this service – but the Trust remains independent of the
Since the branch closed, NDT has been keen to get some form of financial services back in the village. So we’re
Council.
delighted to have secured the following service ON A THREE MONTH PILOT BASIS, IN THE FIRST PLACE
A bank official will be on at hand, laptop at the ready (in the former bank manager’s room, where else?) on
Thursdays from 10-12, starting soon, ready to answer queries about accounts and other services. There can
be no cash or cheque transactions, for obvious reasons of security. So there are still big issues around
depositing funds, but, who knows, change is always possible. Compared with a full banking service it’s a modest
offering, but unique, as far as we know. Usual banking confidentiality assured.
This is very much an experiment, and clearly will be withdrawn if there’s no demand. We’d like to build this
service, so it’s doubly important that this initiative is seen to work.

KEEP A LOOKOUT ON THE BANK NOTICE BOARD AND BARRHEAD NEWS FOR UPDATES
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MEET THE BOARD
Lynn Naven has lived in Neilston for 25
years, and happily admits she wasn’t
actively engaged in village life until she
became involved with NDT. “Like so
many others, my working life has taken
me out of the village. I had been
delighted to raise my children in Neilston,
but had never found anything locally to
draw me in, until I was dragged kicking
and screaming by friends to lend a hand
at NDT. I’m now finding my feet in the
board – to say nothing of the Salsa
classes at the Bank! It’s been great to
re-engage with the place that has been
my home for so many years, and I’d
recommend it to fellow commuters!”
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EDITORIAL: Pulling together
In this bumper edition of The Space, it’s possible to see for yourselves the energy and vitality that’s around in
Neilston these days. Not only within individual organisations, although that is certainly the case; but between
these groups there is developing a collaboration and synergy which is creating a real force for change.
Something quite special is happening here: a local authority, a development trust, a community council and a
range of different community organisations, beginning to work in their own particular ways to build the future of
the village. We are about to embark on a masterplan (bad title, good concept) – a publicly negotiated
conversation about the future of the village in all aspects. Sustainable development is the fashionable
buzzword these days. It’s going to have become more than that as we all learn to live with the impacts of
climate change and rising food and energy prices. Small places may again become significant; just as the
countryside became industrialised in the early years of the industrial revolution, so, perhaps, small towns will
take on a new role in developing sustainable food and energy supplies. The future is uncertain, but full of
possibility. New Neilston is happening already.

ARCHITECTS APPOINTED FOR BANK REFURBISHMENT
YOUR OPINIONS needed NOW. See the plans at Neilston
Live!
After careful deliberation and having interviewed four very able
practices, the Trust has appointed ATA studio for the conversion
and refurbishment of the Bank. Graeme and Hazel have many
prize-winning schemes under their belt, but they’re also totally
down to earth and very excited to be working in collaboration with
the Trust. See www.atastudio.com to look at previous projects.
We’ ll be showing proposals at Neilston Live, so make sure your
comments are recorded in the enclosed questionnaire – these will
be added to what we’ve learned about the building over the past
year. Funding applications need to be made before the end of the
year so it’s full steam ahead.
Measuring up – or checking for a hidden stash?

NDT BUSINESS PLAN
For a long time NDT has been looking to develop a business plan; now we have one, thanks to an
Investing in Ideas grant from the Big Lottery Fund.

Abbey
Coaches
Ltd
Kirktonfield Road
Neilston G78 3NY

Tel/Fax: 880 6322
24 to 57 seated coaches
available for all types of
hire, all fitted with seat
belts and well
maintained.

Reasonable
prices

A business plan is a working document – it identifies the projects, people and resources needed to deliver
the plan. But it first sets out the vision and the strategy, and here is ours.
There are 3 key themes:
Developing Neilston’s physical environment
Championing physical and environmental excellence
o taking forward a Masterplan for the area in partnership, to offer a framework for the use and
development of land in Neilston
o further developing the Bank as a focus for activity and
o delivering other land and property developments for community use and benefit.
Developing the cultural life of Neilston
o celebrating Neilston’s heritage
o developing a programme of cultural activities
o developing projects to enhance health and well being, and
o promoting learning.
Sustainability
o developing approaches to promoting local & fair trade food
o focusing on green energy and recycling activities, and
o developing and sustaining local services.
Supporting and overarching these themes are our core values of
Community participation and ownership in all that we do
and
Stimulating and creating economic benefit for the village

.

BANK CAFE
MON-FRI 10.30am – 1.30pm
INC SUMMER HOLS
PLUS
Neilston Live!
Saturday 9 August 12-4
Varied Menu – come & try!
NEW EXPANDED MENU
COMING UP!
Run by Volunteers for You!
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New format this issue of the
Space: let us know what you
think

GET READY FOR RENAISSANCE!
NVRG gives green light to masterplan for village
Regeneration, renewal, renaissance - call it what you like; it’s just a way of saying- let’s take a good,
fresh look at the village and make sure it’s all it can be - for all its people.
For years Neilston, and small towns like it, have stood on the sidelines and seen other places benefit from the
investment that goes with high profile urban schemes. Just getting money thrown at your place doesn’t guarantee
good outcomes – we have seen so many failed attempts at regeneration in our cities. More and more, it’s been
recognised that if local people aren’t at the centre of the process, the results can be disappointing.
But there are many ingredients to making a plan that works; in fact you need a team, involving
professionals of the highest calibre, local people, and all the skills available locally from within council and
other agencies.
You have to have openness on everyone’s part to listen and learn from each other and you have to have
ambition for doing great things together. Ambition? Yes – too often we settle for ‘good enough’ when we should
be insisting on the best. You don’t have to pave the streets with gold (not a good look) in order to create a place
that works well and is beautiful. Do we not deserve ‘beautiful’?
Neilston is well placed to get a really great collaboration going. The Community Council is all set to go, local
residents’ associations are carrying all before them, councillors and council officers are enthusiastic (they are!),
Barrhead Housing Association is a committed supporter, and NDT is of course doing its bit. The Neilston Village
Regeneration Group (NVRG) on which all the above groups are represented, has already contributed to and
endorsed the masterplan brief. In fact the Trust is doubly happy to see these developments taking place; readers of
The Space will know that NDT has been waving the flag for a village masterplan for years. So watch this ‘Space’ and future editions – for news of how you can become involved in this truly significant moment for the village.

What /When /Where /Who /How? The process will start in earnest in August and the plan produced by end
December. A team of consultants will be appointed very soon, and a programme for delivery agreed

A modern well-designed fleet with
coaches for all occasions
Standard & executive style coaches
seating from 22-57, some with
reclining seats and all with seatbelts.
AIRPORT & HOTEL TRANSFERS:
DAY TOURS: PRIVATE HIRE: CITY
TOURS: GOLF TOURS’: THEATRE
TRIPS: CORPORATE VISITS
Tel 881 1188

Fax 881 1148

www.southerncoaches.co.uk
Lochlibo Road Barrhead Glasgow

This much is certain: Neilston people will be at the heart of the process

Neilston hits national press
The Renaissance Town movement was launched by Professor Alan
Simpson to an invited audience at the Lighthouse on May 21, and NDT was
invited to showcase Neilston as an example of a town working for its own
regeneration. The Sunday Herald magazine on 18 May carried a 7-page feature
on small towns and Neilston was quoted.
See www.sundayherald.com/life/people/display.var.2278900.0.0.php

VOLUNTEER NEWS
Several new members and volunteers signed up at the Neilston Show. Thanks to all our regulars and welcome
to our new gardening volunteer Keith McLay who gives an hour or so a week to keep the front garden trim. That’s
what we like!
Three new café volunteers, Margaret Watson, Catie Finlay and Anna Irons have joined the merry band.
The café team have been enjoying a series of cookery workshops aimed at expanding the menu and discovering
the global connections of the food we take for granted. Peas from Guatemala and mackerel from Peru were two of
the ingredients at the first session. Could we not be producing these in Scotland? Think of those ‘food miles’; food
for thought indeed….. but it did taste good!

BLAELOCHSIDE

Boarding Kennels

Quality Accommodation
Open all year Collection service provided
BLAELOCHSIDE, BEITH, AYRSHIRE
Ronnie & Barbara Wilson Tel: 01505 502513

Book now for
Neilston Live !
!!!!!!!!!

THE BIG BANK DIARY
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MONDAYS
SENIORS FILM CLUB 2-4pm FIRST
MONDAY in the month, supported by
Barrhead Housing Association
Here’s a chance to see the golden oldies
Admission free – cuppa included.
Help choose next month’s film too!
If help needed with transport, please call
the Trust at 561 1201
August Film shows will take place
on Thurs Aug 7 at 2.30-4 pm & 7-9pm
(part of Neilston Live)

CARD CRAFTS 7-9pm
(alternate weeks)
Artistic greetings!
Gail Cameron: 0786-750-7415

STITCH N’ BITCH 7-9pm (alternate
weeks)
Get your knitting needles into gear!
Pam Faulds: 881-8436

TUESDAYS
GIRLS CLUB ERC 3.30 – 6.30pm
SEE STORY OPPOSITE

PIPING TUITION 7.30-8.30pm
Keeping Neilston’s musical
tradition alive
Iain MacDonald 881-1739

Goings on at the Bank:
is your picture here?

SALSA DANCE CLUB 7-9pm

Banking on Neilston: YOUR VIEWS NEEDED

Beginners and intermediate;
good vibe guaranteed
Laura Carswell 0797-4171830

THURSDAYS
SEW CRAFTY 7-9pm
Teens & Adults sewing class
Beginners & all levels welcome

FRIDAYS
SEW CRAFTY 9.30 – 11.30am
Adult sewing class
Beginners & all levels welcome

SEW CRAFTY 3.30 – 5pm
Children’s sewing class
ALL SEW CRAFTY ENQUIRIES TO
Gillian McKinlay 881-6428

THE LIVING ROOM 2-4pm
Mondays & Thursdays
Just drop in for a cuppa and chat!
Tea/Coffee & biscuit only 50p
NB LIVING ROOM CLOSED FOR
SUMMER BREAK SEE YOU AFTER THE HOLS!

Having run the Bank for over a year, we’ve gained lots of useful
experience about the kinds of activities that suit the building, and
we’ve ‘grown’ the programme now on offer. Now we need your
opinions to add to that experience. It may be you have a bright
idea that has passed us by, or some comment to help us do what we
do better. Please take a minute to fill in the questionnaire and get it
back to the Bank by Friday 1 August. (You can post it or put
through the letterbox or even ask for it to be emailed to you.

There’s a £50 prize for the lucky resident whose form gets
drawn from the hat. MUCH better odds than the Lottery !

Susan is ENABLING, though you may not notice….
Susan McClure works as a Local Area Co-coordinator for ENABLE, the well-respected national charity
supporting people with learning disabilities and family carers. Her job is to make sure her clients get the
most out of life, and one of the biggest challenges they face is – just being fully part of their community. That’s
a problem many people will recognise; isolation, lack of opportunity, poor health, all these can limit our
enjoyment of life and our access to new things. So Susan has come up with the great idea of just being
around and about in Neilston, working from the Bank, finding how Neilston works as a community and building
links. This work will help her to understand better what people need and what’s out there. That’s what NDT
stands for too, so, welcome aboard, Susan!
Susan will be out and about most of the time but will be available at the bank on a monthly basis for
anyone who wants to discuss issues around learning disability. Tel 07826 906 734
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Neilston Girls Group
The Neilston Girls group has been running since September 07 after we held a girls open night which
involved a range of workshops. A core group of seven girls have attended the group since then. The girls
have been involved in a wide range of activities and events including: The Ground and Sound event,
visiting The Edge (our new youth facility in Newton Mearns), International Womens Day and a visit to our
youth health clinic in Barrhead Health Centre. The girls have also participated in various sessions, including
personal safety, jewellery making, DVD nights, Halloween and Christmas parties, murder mystery as well
as a range of issue based workshops.
The girls group has come to an end in terms of the current members, so the girls organised a bingo
afternoon on 24th June in The Bank with tea/coffee and their own baking as well as lots of great prizes,
which raised £89 towards an end of session trip to M&D’s theme Park. The group will continue over the
summer holidays. This time the group will involve a new group of girls and will focus on a fashion project,
funded by BASIS for a total of three months. A professional artist will work with the girls alongside two
Community Workers from Young Persons Services.

Girls Group in great form after their fundraising event

Suzie Smith: 0141 577 3786 suzie.smith@eastrenfrewhire.gov.uk or
Heather McVie 0141 577 8424 heather.mcvie@eastrenfrewhire.gov.uk

Coming soon in the Bank. . .
Internet Access we have a couple of laptops with wireless Internet which we will be offering
for café customers’ use. Still sorting out the technicalities but hoping to be up and running soon. Pop into
the café to check availability.

Fair trade foods and goods on sale
Looking for a little gift? Range of fair trade crafts and other products in the café beginning August

AND…The Walking Theatre
Company (see pics below for their
Treasure Island contribution to last
year’s festival) has also received its own
funding to create new plays on local
history themes for several communities.
The Trust will work along with the
Walking Theatre Company to assist with
their research and in creating projects
with our primary schools; and look out
for their contribution at Neilson Live!

Who needs holidays? Neilston Live! is here again.
Form an orderly queue at the Bank booking office for this year’s pile of fun brought to you by NDT, 1-10t h
August. Old favourites like the tea dance, heritage day, children’s workshops and top of the bill with our
own national stars Finlay Macdonald & Band, and Mary Kathleen Burke, (now signed with
Greentrax and playing nationally) and a BIGGER than ever Outdoors Carnival Day on 9th
August. Difficult to believe such a professional programme is organised totally on a voluntary and almost
single-handed basis by our festival convenor (and thanks to Robin for designing the programme as his
contirbution)
Make sure to pin up the enclosed programme in your kitchen so as not to miss out. If you need more
programmes, ring 561 1201 or visit the website www.neilstonlive.co.uk
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NEILSTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS

HILLSIDE TENANTS &
RESIDENTS’
ASSOCIATION
HTRA is hard at work as usual, but
finding time too for some great fun
events, including a family day out at
Kelburn Park. Action days for cleaning
up the neighbourhood have taken
place. See box alongside for current
campaigns which NDT is delighted to
support; we hope non-Hillside
residents will also want to support their
initiative

HTRA trip to Kelburn

Saturday 2nd August.
www.hillsidetra.blogspot.com

INK CARTRIDGES & BATTERIES

Hillside T.R.A. is starting their own
Recycling plan that will help others.
We are asking residents that just bin
their cartridges and batteries to recycle
with us.
In return, we will send them to be
recycled and donate the money to
Childline.
For every cartridge we send, £1.00 will
be sent to Childline.
All batteries will go to Barrhead
recycling centre.
If you would like to donate, please
contact a team member or hand in to
24 Hillside Rd or 20 Lea Avenue.
There is also a box in the Bank.

We are fortunate in being able to use valuable space in the Neilston Development Trust”s newsletter to
communicate with the residents of Neilston. We hope to use this space over the next few issues to tell you exactly
what we are doing, about various projects we are involved in, and to invite you to participate in Community Council
activities.
Who are we? The new committee comprises, alphabetically: Janice Connery (minutes secretary), Rita Fox
(treasurer), Steven Healy (vice-chair), Norma McGauley (secretary), and myself, John Scott (chair). We would like
to thank the outgoing committee members for their dedication and time over the past few years.
What is the Community Council? The Community Council is an elected body, representative of the community,
with statutory rights and powers under the Local Govt.(Scotland) Act 1973. Local Authorities have a statutory
obligation to consult with Community Councils on a wide range of business including planning, liquor and food
licensing applications, proposed changes to health provision by Health Boards etc. In short, the Community Council
ensures that the views of the people of Neilston, your views, are recognised by the Local Authority.
To improve our representation of the community we need more men and women of all ages to join the
Community Council and to attend its meetings. Don’t just sit and moan about some aspect of Neilston you would
like to see improved. Come and tell us about it! We don’t have a magic wand, and changes, unfortunately do take
time, but if you do nothing, nothing will change. (Incidentally, community councillors don’t get paid!)
We are in the process of developing a number of key projects for the village, concerning road safety and crossing
facilities, parking, especially at the station, and are keen to set up a ‘treewatch’ scheme to extend the protection
of Tree Preservation Orders to trees in and around Neilston. It goes without saying that we wholeheartedly support
the activities of the Neilston Development Trust and Neilston Village Regeneration Group.
Can you spare two and a half hours, once a month?

NDT RECEIVES LOTTERY AWARD FOR ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
As any Neilstonian will tell you, the village is steeped in history, and glad to say, there are many residents who
take great care of our heritage, including Barrhead and Neilston Historical Association, Renfrewshire Local
History Forum and Bobbins and Threads groups, to say nothing of the many individual residents who love their
village and its rich story.
The Council’s local history portal www.portaltothepast.co.uk also provides a valuable source of information.
NDT wants to play any part it can in widening access to all this wonderful work; our festival heritage days for
instance, provide a showcase for the contributions made by these groups and we have already offered a
display area in the bank for objects and documents.
Having consulted with our local heritage partners we have recently successfully applied for a grant to capture
the oral history of Neilston. We hope to work with a wide cross section of the community on this project to raise
awareness of Neilston’s past. We will work with local partners such as the Barrhead Housing Association and
both local primary schools to recruit volunteers to assist with the delivery of this project.
The project’s main aim is to create a WALK around the village and surrounding countryside, based on a FOLDOUT MAP recording people’s memories of ‘their’ places. This is a project that we hope will add its own small
contribution to the growing range of publications planned by various groups and individuals. Project worker
Angela Fussell is already out and about talking to groups and individuals. Leave a message at the bank: 561
1201 or email neilstondev.trust@hotmail.co.uk if you’d like to become involved.

The Co-operative building, Holehouse; “I
remember it looking like this” ED
(not the horses, though…)

Heritage days at Neilston Live are always popular
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NDT CATTLE
SHOW RAFFLE
PRIZEWINNERS
1st : Pair of return
First Class tickets
donated by ScotRail
Mrs Eileen
Diamond, Croftfoot,
2nd: Oil painting of
Loch Lomond,
Mrs Wendy Kerry,
Glen Falloch
Crescent, Neilston,
3rd Paddling pool,
Alan Smith,
Barrhead
4th : Framed
photograph of Islay,
won by Sandra
Sands,
5TH: Lunch for 4 in
the Bank Café won
by Kathleen Stewart
6th: Salsa lessons,:
Mr McClune

Go GreenER in East Ren
Suddenly everyone’s got the message – petrol consumption down
by 20%, price of butter up by 60% (while sales of food seeds up by
the same margin!) Food, energy and the environment are in the news
daily. Neilston is gearing up to do its bit, with Hillside TRA showing us
all a good example. The council is being swamped with recycling
requests and the GO Greener campaign is underway. East Ren
residents recently had the chance to see ‘An Inconvenient Truth’, Al
Gore’s Oscar winning documentary about climate change. If you
haven’t seen it, it’s worth a view. NDT is completely committed to
seeing Neilston develop in a sustainable way – it’s one of our 3 key
aims, and it underpins the brief we’re promoting for the masterplan,
which is looking forward for the next 5-10 years. We’ll be growing
more cabbages by then…..

NEWS FLASH: Bag a Box
ERC is receiving many enquiries about recycling
bags and blue recycling boxes.
A supply of these is now held at the Bank –
please drop in 10am- 2pm any weekday to
collect yours
Filled in your bank survey form yet?

Don’t say you weren’t asked!

TRUST ADOPTS STATION
First the Bank, now the station what will they be on to next?

Yesteryear… simple and
dignified, when Neilston was
a stop along the line to the
coast .The Fat Controller
would approve..

Fear not, we have no plans to do First
Scotrail out of a job, but the station is
such an important part of the village that
it seemed a good idea to investigate the
ADOPT A STATION campaign. The
deal is that First Scotrail pay for planters
and plants and we do the rest. Success
with the petunias will prove we’re ready
for more station improvements so we’re
rarin’ to go!

…and today: a bit of a muddle, to
put it politely, yet a major hub in the
village and point of arrival for visitors
.

We’re going to start with the waiting
room – some greenery to calm
commuters’ nerves.

neilston development
trust
Registered office:
The Old Bank
84 Main Street
Neilston
G783EB
Phone: 0141 561 1201
E-Mail: neilstondev.trust@hotmail.co.uk
Web (soon!) www.neilstontrust.co.uk
With thanks to our funders.......

to our advertisers, and to our local partners:
o
o
o
o
o

Neilston Village Regeneration Group
Neilston Community Council
East Renfrewshire Council
Barrhead Housing Association
Voluntary Action East Renfrewshire

And especially to all the volunteers, whose
commitment and energy carries us forward to
exciting times for Neilston.
NEILSTON DEVELOPMENT TRUST: A COMPANY LIMTED BY GUARANTEE (SC 299623), SCOTTISH CHARITY SC037625

