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A COM M U N ITY NEW S LETTER P R ODU C ED BY

Our Beautiful Plan?

Anything that knocks our cherished bank
off the front page must be big news. And
although this news is not in your face (you
can’t exactly miss the bank), it could be
even more important for the future of the
village. In preparation at this time is a special
report (another one?) about the village. The
difference is that this time it’s being produced
by our own Neilston Village Regeneration
Group, a partnership between regeneration
officers, council and local organisations. It
sums up all the challenges for the village and
all that’s been going on in terms of grassroots
action over the past few years, and sets this
in the context of national policy on planning,
regeneration and environment. It l
iw l make
a strong case for the commissioning of a
Neilston masterplna
, hw ci h l
iw l take
a hard look ta how the village ow rks na d
looks, na d come up tiw h a design na d
regeneratoi n framework to guide future
development. You can see this referred
to in Proposal Strat 4.2 of the local plan
consultation document. The report and an
exhibition associated with it will be launched
in June, and more information will be coming
your way in future weeks.

Why all the fuss?
Planning and all that don’t hit the headlines
until there’s something to object to. So it
doesn’t get a very good press. Local people
may have voiced objections to the recent
local and consultation document, but this
is not the way to produce positive, creative
thought about places and spaces. In Neilston
we have been asking for that type of thinking
to be brought to bear on the future of the
village, and that is why NVRG and new
government body, Architecture and Design
Scotland, have agreed that a highly qualified
urban designer should enable the group to
make the argument. All over Scotland, places
like Neilston are losing their character and
identity; it is a matter of national concern.
We enjoy places that work well and look
good – we even visit them on holiday. There
is no reason why Neilston should not, in its
modest way, be the best it can be. Join the
call for our beautiful plan.

F OR MORE INFO CALL 881 1337, 561 8836

Inside

For example…
One of the main issues thrown up by the
possibility of new housing development is
the traffic congestion especially on High
Street and at the station. This is not simply
a nuisance, it is a serious accident waiting
to happen, and it stimulates more and
more car use as parents feel the streets
to be increasingly unsafe for their children
to walk. (The research actually shows
children to be more at risk in cars than
walking, by the way). Is the answer just
simply to tar over some extra green space?
We suspect not. But, even if not one single
unit were to be added to Neilston’s housing
stock, this issue is with us now, and it has
serious implications for the way the village
develops. This needs radical, integrated
thinking. We may not be able to deliver on
every part of the strategy tomorrow, but it
has to be there, guiding all other options.
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Meet the Team

Local Plan: what we need is
a strategy
As this edition of the Space goes to press,
the deadline approaches for comments on
the Local Plan consultation draft. This is the
opportunity given once every five years for
residents to make direct comment on the key
planning document against which all local
development applications are considered.
A fair amount of debate has been created,
particularly around submitted proposals
listed in the draft, many of which have not,
to date, received the support of the council.
The face that such applications have been
listed (when it looks uncertain whether they
will proceed) can cause confusion, but it is
helpful to the ordinary citizen to see what
is in developers’ minds. Local debate and
comment on such proposals may also supply
planners with important local arguments to
reinforce the official planning line.
NDT has no mandate to speak for the
people of Neilston on individual planning
applications, but it has, over several years,

made a simple plea: Neilston needs a
strategic, design–led plan.
You might say we have that, in the local
plan, and that another plan is just what we
do not need. But think again. Instead of
considering applications individually against
a land use framework, there is a need for a
strategic appraisal of the form, function and
quality of the built environment of the village,
as a whole, including its traffic, its public
spaces, and the nature of infill development.
This is not the planners’ fault. There
is little precedent for strategic design
documents (masterplans) in small places
like Neilston. But the tide is turning. The
importance of place is one of the key
themes in planning, urban design and
regeneration, and as we see on page 1,
Neilston is up there making waves. Let’s
hope that, very soon, we have that strategy
in place, and the whole can become so much
greater than the sum of its parts.

Scotland’s’ new Architecture Policy ‘Building our Legacy’ is hot off the presses (20
February). Here’s what it says about MAKING BETTER PLACES – Beautiful and functional
cities, towns, villages and neighbourhoods do not happen by chance; they emerge
because careful design direction is given to urban growth, conservation and change.
Places that are not designed in this way are unlikely to be successful and, as such, they
will not produce sustainable outcomes. p8
And CONGRATULATIONS to East Renfrewshire Council, whose Carlibar Community
Campus is one of the designs featured as exemplary in the new policy!

BLAELOCHSIDE
BOARDING KENNELS
Quality Accommodation ~ Open All Year ~
Collection Service Provided
Ronnie & Barbara Wilson
Blaelochside, Beith, Ayrshire. 01505 502513

Margaret Preston
Neilston Development Trust
My name is Margaret Preston. I am
married with three grown up children
and two grandchildren and work as a
housing officer with Ferguslie Park Housing
Association in Paisley. We moved to
Neilston in 1977, attracted by the friendly
village atmosphere and the rolling hills of
the surrounding countryside, to say nothing
of the excellent local amenities of the
leisure centre, library and the good train
service, (all of which the local community
has fought hard to retain).
Neilston is a great place to live, so
when Space to Live was proposed in
2004, I wanted to become part of this
exciting new project. Becoming involved in
Space to Live and its successor Neilston
Development Trust, was liking walking
into Dr Who’s Tardis; what started as
a community project to improve the
spatial deign of the village has opened
out to become so much more, and the
possibilities continue to grow. The Neilston
Live Festival is now moving to becoming a
year round programme. The bank building
has been purchased and the people of
Neilston will now be able to decide how
best to use this great community asset.
There are future possibilities for various
environmental projects and much much
more. Being part of NDT has involved a
steep but very enjoyable learning curve,
and has proved to be a very interesting and
worthwhile experience.

Neilston features in
national design guide
Space to Live and its programme of public
workshops is the only Scottish case study
to feature in a publication from CABE (the
English equivalent to Architecture and
Design Scotland). Entitled ‘It’s my
Space’, it is
targeted at
communities
who want to
improve the
spaces within
their own
neighbourhoods.
That’s us!



Sugar-island sounds promise a
sweet night in Neilston!
Neilston Live goes year round

Who can forget the great festivals of 05 and
06? - and another one on its way this August.
But now the plan is to go Live! all year round.
This is beginning to happen, starting this
winter with the immensely successful Salsa
dance classes, so now Neilston Live! invites
you to a night of Latin music and dance
with LA SONERA CALAVERAS, a 6 piece
band based in Glasgow bring us the magical
sounds of urban Cuba popularised by the
Cuban All Stars and the Buena Vista Social
Club. Just back from trips to Italy and Spain
and festivals throughout the country, they
return to Neilston on Friday March 2nd at
the Crofthead Bowling Club. The event has
been organised in response to the popularity
of the Salsa dance classes held on Thursday
evenings at St Thomas’s Church Hall. A
live band night gives the class a chance to
really encounter the joys of Latin music and

lets those who haven’t had a chance to be
involved to see what it’s about. The evening
is also for those who want to enjoy good
music and a night out, but aren’t minded to
dance. All are welcome (but must be over
16 yrs)! The evening will start with a dance
class (optional!) with Louise from Dance
House so that everyone gets a chance to
learn the basics of salsa dance. No prior
dancing experience required. Come to
dance, come to listen. Let’s show them we
can Salsa!
Friday 2nd March

b,
Crofthead Bowling Clu
ils
Ne ton
Molendinar Terrace,

!
a night of live music
A donation of £10 for
Band from 8pm.
Doors Open 7.30pm.
contact
For more information
Laura at 881 1422.

An Eye on Neilston
Calling all photographers – we know you’re out there!
Neilston Live invites you to get out and record our village and its landscape. An exhibition
of photography is planned for August’s festival, and we will be issuing a competition brief.
It will be open to all classes of camera people, from schoolchildren to professionals, and
we’ll bring in some serious photographers to assess the entries. Aside from having a
wonderful event, we want to assemble a range of beautiful images to grace the walls of
the bank and to showcase Neilston to the rest of the world.
Further details will be available soon. To register your interest please call Pauline 881
1337 or 07747 801 762 or Laura 881 1422.

Neilston Pharmacy

ROTHBURY KILTS

55 Main Street, Neilston G78 3NH
Tel/Fax 0141 881 1385

Prescription Service
Pick-up Service from Surgeries
Deliveries to Housebound
Open Monday to Friday 9-6,
Half Day Saturday

Unit
Unit 3
3 Robertson
Robertson Street
Street
BARRHEAD
BARRHEAD
G78
G78 1QW
1QW
Karen
Karen MacDonald
MacDonald

MELROSE DRY CLEANER
99 Main Street, Neilston G78 3NH
Tel: 0141 881 0627
Laundry, Ironing & Duvet Service

Kilt
Kilt Hire
Hire
Complete
Complete Outfits
Outfits Made
Made to
to Measure
Measure
Supplier
Supplier for
for Pipe
Pipe Band
Band Uniforms
Uniforms

Phone/Fax:
Phone/Fax: 0141
0141 881
881 6005
6005
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The building formerly known as bank

Everyone still calls it the bank, although it’s nearly
a year since the branch closed, and at least for
the present that’s what we’ll continue to call it.
If anyone has a stunning idea for a new name…

Making our plans

for the long-term
the short term, plans must be laid
As well as getting established for
realistic appraisal of
. Getting this right will demand a
use and conversion of the building
social objectives
and other projects, set against the
rental income, revenue from the café
works. And
ating these uses into a design that
we wish to pursue, and then incorpor
important
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Café Handov
er

Nine years ago, when the
senior citizens’ lunch clu
b at the
Glen Halls was disconti
nued, a Community Café
was set up
by a loyal band of volun
teers who came togeth
er to provide a
service to the older me
mbers of the community.
In September this year
the group decided that,
as fewer
volunteers were able to
continue, the café shou
ld be closed.
At a public meeting on
7 December, the outgoing
group
generously offered its eq
uipment and materials
to Neilston
Development Trust, to en
able them to begin to off
er a similar
service in the ‘bank’ as
soon as possible.
So it was great to be ab
le to welcome to our Op
en Day
some of the long serving
members of the café gro
up, and to
mark the occasion with
a symbolic gesture…an
d more of Mrs
Perrat’s ginger wine!

Volunteers Ahoy!
They tell us volunteering is good for us
(like cold showers and bracing fresh air?)
so our volunteers got three for the price of
one recently when they took to washing
windows and Venetian blinds in wet and
Baltic conditions. Strangely enough, no
tears but gales of laughter were to be
heard as the Mr and Mrs Mops got stuck
in, along with their he-men colleagues in
the demolition crew. And then there’s the
garden gang, and the café team and the
furniture detective and …. Ever felt you’re
missing out on something?
The push is on to have the building ready
for operation as soon as permissions are
cleared with the council, and for NDT to
have its own presence on the Main Street.

A modern, well-maintained fleet with coaches for all occasions
Standard and Executive-style coaches seating from 22-57,
some with reclining seats and toilets and all with seatbelts fitted
Airport transfers · Hotel transfers · Day tours · Holiday coaches ·
Private hire · City tours · Golf tours · Theatre Trips · Corporate visits

Tel: 0141 881 1188 Fax: 0141 881 1148
www.southerncoaches.co.uk Lochlibo Road, Barrhead, Glasgow

Abbey Coaches Ltd
Kirktonfield Road
Neilston G78 3NY
Tel/Fax 880 6322

24 to 57 seated coaches available
for all types of hire.
All fitted with seat belts
and well maintained.

Reasonable prices.

Anne Macdonald has undertaken the task of
coordinating and supporting the volunteer
group. If you are interested in helping in any
way, offering specific skills or just general
help, please contact her on 881 4946.
Barbara Wilson is our furniture sleuth,
tracking down tables, chairs and office
equipment from donors and charity shops.
So far Barrhead Housing association, East
Ren Council and several residents have
donated goods, from a ‘board table’ to
desks and chairs and vacuum cleaners
All donations of goods and of time are being
recorded, as a measure of the generosity of
Neilston folk.
In a future issue of the Space we’ll look
at different forms of volunteering and the
support that’s offered to people in finding
volunteering opportunities to suit their life
and tastes.





Save Neilston Leisure
Centre Working Group will
not throw in the towel!

After 9 months of behind the scenes
activity, the future of Neilston Leisure
Centre looks more secure
East Renfrewshire Council are pleased with the work that has
been done and the result of increased attendances at this facility
original by the local community has
Alison Faulds, one of the
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There is no need to tra
programme, better presentation
and signage and increased access for those
customers with additional support needs. The programme has been
developed in conjunction with the Community and offers a full range
of activities and at the same time has retained public access to the
Swimming Pool. There are also activities for all ages including Little
Splashers for children of up to 4 years of age and easy exercise for
older people.
There has been a significant investment in this facility and the
Community have responded by increasing the attendances across
all activities. As a direct result of the Working Group, the old gym has
been replaced by a new modern
Jaqui Drennan, also on the
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advantage of what ís on offer”

See the noticeboard in Neilston Leisure Centre
for up to date information and minutes.

And there’s even more!
Fitness programme
Aqua Aerobics

Monday 1.00 - 1.45pm
Wednesday 7.30 - 8.15pm

Swim Fit

Tuesday 7.30 - 8.30pm
Friday  8.00 - 8.40pm

Body Conditioning

Tuesday 7.00 - 8.00pm

Legs Tums and Bums

Wednesday 6.30 - 7.30pm

There is a fully equipped cardio vascular gym within Neilston
Leisure Centre customer wishing to use this facility will require
an induction on the safe use of the equipment.

Jogging Network
Thursday     6.00-7.15pm    All levels of ability welcome
For all enquires for Neilston Leisure Centre the contact
telephone number is 0141 577 4811. Or by the website
www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/sports
A Coach Education Programme including Athletics,
Badminton, Basketball, Cricket, Football, Golf, Hockey,
Rugby, and Tennis is also available from January - June
2007. For further information please contact David
McLeish on 0141 577 3193.



That sustainability thang…
From climate change to organic carrots, from waste to windfarms, there’s no
escaping the fact that sustainable development is the issue of the moment.
Chances are we’ll hear a lot more of it for many years to come, as the impacts
of human activity (particularly in the ‘developed’ nations) start to bite in the
ways that David Attenborough, the Stern Report and the world’s top scientists
predict.
So what is sustainable development?
The official definition is “Development which meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” (Bruntland report), but
that’s a bit theoretical.
The question is, does any of this matter to ME? And what can I do about it?
Time was when it was difficult to get information on all this – now there’s almost too
much. NDT is committed to applying the principles of sustainable development in all of its
operations and perhaps the Space is one way to get us all thinking about can be done right
here and now.
Take recycling – lots of brownie points there. Recycle an aluminium can and save the
raw materials and a high energy manufacturing process. Buy food in paper cartons instead
of plastic and compost them ones (materials cost, hundreds of years to degrade in landfill).
Take your own shopping bag to the supermarket… you probably know all this by now.
Recycle your plastics (Only an estimated 15% of UK households are served by kerbside
collections that include plastic bottles, and even this still only amounts to approximately 5.5%
of all plastic bottles sold (Source: RECOUP (RECycling Of Used Plastics Limited, 2003).
ERC is performing well and wants to get better (see advertisement)
So a plea to ERC– what about kerbside plastics recycling and not just for drinks bottles?
East Ren wants to become Scotland’s No1 recycling authority.

Can we make Neilston No 1 in East Ren?
Let NDT know your ideas for getting Neilston sussed out on sustainability

SAVE THE PLANET
AND SAVE £££

FACT

If every household in UK changed just 2
light bulbs to low energy ones, we’d save
enough electricity to power all our street
lamps for a year.

FACT

‘the typical household could change all its
light bulbs (24 on average) to energy-saving
ones for the price of a CD – and reduce its
electricity bill by £240 a year’.
(The Guardian, 23 March 06)



Sinclair

KIOSK

HAIR STUDIOS
Proprietor: Wm Sinclair

ladies and gents
ear piercing

NEWSAGENTS AND GROCERS

O P E N 7 D AY S
30 Kingston Road, Neilston

55 Main Street, Neilston
Glasgow G78 3NJ
Tel: 0141 881 8578 Fax: 0141 571 6308

HAIR, NAILS AND BEAUTY
SUPPLIER OF GHDS
CALGEL NAILS
SPRAY TAN
LADIES AND GENTS
HAIRSTYLING

TEL:0141 881 8888

Shona Donnelly
Admin Secretary
30 Glen Falloch Crescent
Neilston
Tel: 561 8836
email: shdonn@hotmail.com

Pauline Gallacher
Co-ordination
Tel: 881 1337
Email: pauline.gallacher@btinternet.com

And not forgetting...
Thanks to:

KOOL KREATIONS
103 MAIN STREET
NEILSTON G78 3NH

Contact us

Full range of Vertical Blinds
Venetian and Roller Blinds
Free quotes, measuring and fitting
Choose in the comfort of your own home

For fast local service
and a five year guarantee
Contact Tom Wilson
0141 887 9944 Day
0141 880 6976 Evening

Our funders to date
Awards For All,
Communities Scotland,
East Renfrewshire Council,
Levern Valley Partnership,
National Programme for Architecture
Innovation Fund
and
Neilston Business Forum and NVRG for
encouragement and active support.

Calling all local businesses! Use this space to reach 2000+ households AND support our
own community newsletter. Space to Live is aiming to make The SPACE a regular feature of
village life. We can’t rely on grants forever, so why not make it a win/win for your business and
the community by taking advertising space with us? Contact 881 1337 or 561 8836 to discuss.
THANKS TO NEW ADVERTISERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT!

Join us today!
I would like to apply for membership of Neilston Development Trust.
Name
Address
Postcode (essential)
Telephone
e-mail
Age (if under 18)
My Interests (e.g. sport, gardening, local history)
Organisations I’m involved with (e.g. Scouts, residents’ associations)
I’d like to get involved in Neilston Development Trust, please contact me to discuss
I enclose £1 membership (free if under 18)
Signature						

Date

Return to Shona Donnelly, Secretary, 30 Glen Falloch Crescent, Neilston

Neilston Development Trust is a Registered Charity No.
SC037625. Company Registration No. SC299623.

