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Neilston: WHO Cares?
Here’s a map of Neilston 100 years ago. No
prizes for guessing where the centre of this
place lies, with its houses and shops densely
clustered round the cross and the parish
church. To the bottom left, the newly built
mill terraces appear, still part of the separate
hamlet of Holehouse. A wider view of the
same map reveals no housing estates yet
along Main Street, Madras and Hillside. The
rail goods yard, textile works at Crofthead
and Kirktonfield are evidence of Neilston’s
industrial strength.

So what? Places change.
But who changes them?
As we go back to school and work with memories
of the wonderful summer weather, time to get
down to some serious thinking about the future
of this great wee place.
Some choices:
• Further decline in shopping and services or
an attractive village centre with a lively range
of shops?
• Ever expanding housing sprawl while smaller sites
within the village (many of them formerly housing)
lie undeveloped?

An eye on our past...
...and our future

• Onward dominance of the car (congestion, parking
mayhem) with safe walking and cycling the poor relations?
In answer to the headline, thankfully a lot of people DO
care. Neilston, with its Charter, its Development Trust, its
Community Council and a host of concerned residents, is a lot
better placed than many communities to forge a good future
for itself and our council is committed to working with us.
In this issue of the Space we look at the proposed Local
Development Plan, which sets the foreground for the Charter
work that will start again in the autumn.  See pages 2 and 3

AND IF YOU CARE (OF COURSE YOU DO….)

Tell us your priorities for the village. See page 3
Join us for MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY. See page 3

GOODBYE to BRADFORD’s
We are sorry on many counts to see
Bradford’s close. Local jobs lost and
cheery customer service gone, to
say nothing of those buns, bread and
bridies. Less obvious, but very real,
is the threat to the other businesses
in the village as a key element of the
retail mix disappears. Do we care?
‘You don’t know what you’ve got till
it’s gone,’ as the song puts it so well.
Village Renaissance? We’ve got to
get onto this one.

Sign up to our mailing list to receive regular updates at http://ow.ly/hvS5D

www.neilstontrust.co.uk

LOCAL Development plan
The deadline for representations on the proposed Local Development Plan (the Plan) passed on 1st May
without thunderclaps or drumrolls. Yet it was hugely significant; once the Plan receives Scottish Government
approval it will determine the way Neilston develops over the next few years. Housing, open space, land for
industry, town centres - all the policies that have a bearing on land use are set out in these documents and
areas designated for development accordingly.

Key Charter projects: Kingston playng fields

...Crofthead Mill

...Village centre

Happily, the existence of the Charter and the The Town Charter, however, makes a clear statement about
work done over the last few years to press the desire to focus housing development within the village:
for its adoption means that Neilston is ahead “Neilston has a wealth of underused areas of land
of the game.
and gap sites. To improve the urban fabric, retain

The Plan makes an explicit commitment to work
collaboratively to prepare something called Supplementary
Planning Guidance on several key Charter themes; basically
to take these areas onto the next stage of detail (e.g. what
happens to the village centre) and have them incorporated
as a binding part of the Plan. So getting stuck into this will
be the programme of work for the next year.
NDT and other community organisations have made their
representations on the Plan. NDT’s is summarised here
and can be read in full on the Trust website. See also the
Community Council article opposite.

Readers will remember the successful campaign waged
by local residents around the proposal to build houses
at Lintmill. As a result of this good work this site is not
identified for housing in the proposed Local Development
Plan. However other sites on the edge of the village are,
reflecting a government requirement on the Council to
bring forward sites for housing throughout the authority
area.
Lintmill saved for the swans

the village’s compact nature and reduce the need
for expansion, sensitive infill development utilising
brownfield sites in the first instance will generally be
supported before seeking development opportunities
greenfield areas including the Green Belt. Such
proposals will require to conform to the local plan.”
Neilston Charter page 29.

NDT made strong representation on this issue in its
response to the Plan. Overall we made 3 key points
on the Plan:
• Priority should be given to delivering the number
of houses identified in the Plan within the village,
not in the Green Belt.
• Alterations should be made to the wording in the
Plan concerning Kingston Playing Fields/Neilston
Juniors, to provide for ongoing consideration for
these spaces via Charter consultation processes
• For the purposes of funding,
Neilston’s centre should not be
classified as a neighbourhood
centre but a town centre.
(Neilston lost out on the last
round of ‘town centre’ funding
due to this!)
The new Charter development
process will be taking these and
other issues forward.
Watch this space!
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if you care....
(OF COURSE YOU DO….)
Tell us your priorities for the village. We’ve divided the 44
Charter projects into 6 themes: Village Centre, Community
Sports and Leisure Facilities, Housing Opportunities, Economy
and Sustainability, Heritage and People.  (There’s overlap, of
course, but that’s not a problem). There‘s not the capacity
to carry forward all these themes at once, so we need your
views on what’s important to you, and that can sit alongside
issues of staff capacity, funding and timescales to help plan
the work.
Please help us by filling in the purple leaflet enclosed with
this newsletter and returning it to the Bank, the library or
Foresight Opticians. Or go online to www.neilstontrust.co.uk
and complete it there. There are also copies at the station,
the library, the Bank and many shops.

NB deadline for returns is 30th August.
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All hands on deck, then for a big,
collaborative MAKE A DIFFERENCE
DAY on morning of Sat 26th October.
You won’t miss it! Litter-picking, bulb
planting, railing painting - and a few
extras thrown in if we can manage it.
It will be great fun. Really! Look out for
more info in the coming weeks.

– some places could
do with cheering up
!

and look what can be done!
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After all the talks about talks, we
couldn’t agree more. So do the
Community Council, Neilston Tenants
and Residents and Neilston Community
Repair and we're hoping other village
organisations and residents will too.

2013, Thank you!
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Ask anyone in Neilston what they’d like
to see most and we’d bet a Bank cream
tea on the answer being SMARTEN UP
THE VILLAGE – NOW!
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Bank survey form

Follow all charter developments on the DT website, on
Facebook and Twitter.

After a long and strenuous process supported by ERC
Community Engagement team and involving all the key local
players, a structure for taking the Charter work forward has
been agreed. This will be subject to review but will enable us
- at last – to get into real projects with visible results.
More info in the next issue.

Neilston Communit y Council News

What a difference a tree

makes!

At the time of writing,
the results of the public
consultation on the Proposed
Local Development Plan have
not yet been released.

made to the proposal to develop of the field opposite Kirkhill
Crescent at Neilston Road. The CC was also opposed to any
substantial redevelopment of Kingston Playing Fields, which
recently had their status of  “Important Village Green Space”
removed.

It is understood that there was
a very good response from the
citizens of Neilston, which is
encouraging. The Community
Councils, views reflected the
aims of the Charter, particularly
regarding discouraging further
release of Greenbelt land for
development until village gap
sites had been used up. As a
result, a robust objection was

The CC is committed to improving the appearance and
amenity of the village, and will this year be proposing a series
of projects aimed at “greening” the village and drawing up a
major tree planting project. Many of these will be done in
co-operation with the Development Trust in the interests of
optimising grant funds and facilities. It is hoped that during
the course of 2013, some of these improvements will start
becoming visible.
The Community Council meets on the
last Tuesday of the month, at 7pm in
the Glen Halls. All welcome.

THE SPACE
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NDT and the bank
volunteering with ndt

COMMUNIT Y ENERGY FORTNIGHT

Give a little, get a lot: Do you have
a few hours a month to spare, are
you interested in gaining skills and
experience or just want to meet new
folk in a great environment ?

Welcome to Diane

Risbey

NDT can offer roles in gardening,
administration and organizing events also exciting opportunities to be part
of our volunteering team when the
Bank Café re-launches  in September.

If you are interested in volunteering get in touch with Diane
Risbey on 0141 561 1201, who has joined the Trust on a
year-long appointment as Volunteer Coordinator, funded
by Big Lottery, to support volunteers who give of their time
so freely, matching them with suitable roles and organizing
training and development.

Cafe Manager
Ursula Connelly will be familiar to café
customers as the smiling purveyor of
tip-top cakes as part of her general café
role. She now replaces Sara, who has
gone to a job within the NHS. So Ursula
has moved from volunteering to a
part-time paid role running the café.
Your new Cafe
Manager Ursula
A good outcome for Ursula and for the
Trust’s volunteering development. And
a job created for a local person! Thanks to the other high
calibre candidates who offered themselves for the post.

Sat 24th August, 10.30am-2pm at the
Bank. Neilston has been chosen to host
an event for the nationwide Community
Energy Fortnight, supported by the Coop
Membership team. If you missed a chance
to see the turbines up close or would like to
hear more about the project, book a place
online at http://ukcec.org/tour-neilstoncommunity-wind-farm

COMMUNIT Y LAND SCOTLAND
PHOTO COMPETITION
NDT is a member of CLS. (Why? We
qualify because we bought the Bank
through the Community Right to
Buy). CLS is promoting a photography
competition.
See www.communitylandscotlandorg.uk
for details.
Kirkton Road in
the sn

ow

HOW NDT operates
Recently we were asked for clarification on a range of points
– our trading company, what will happen to windfarm income
and what progress has been made on the ‘Common Good
Fund’. For more information see www.neilstontrust.co.uk.

what’s on at THE BANK
Stitch ‘n’ Bitch Knitters

Wednesday Walkers

Happy Crafters card making

Bike Hub

Restarts Monday 19th Aug, 7pm-9pm,
fortnightly thereafter.
Restarts Monday 12th Aug, 7pm-9pm
fortnightly thereafter.
Gardening Club

1st Tuesday in the month, 11am-1pm.
Pilates

Wednesdays, sessions 6pm-7pm,
7pm-8pm and 8pm-9pm.

CAFE: LOOK OUT FOR
NEW OPENING HOURS

10am (30-60 min) and
10.30am (15-25 min).

Saturdays, 10am-12pm and Tuesday
Training Session (Sept), 7pm-9pm
Group ride out, 1st Sat of the month 10.30am
Art Exhibition

‘Perspective’ ongoing
Ukelele and vocal groups

Further information from the Bank.

For full details on all activities
available from the Bank:
email admin@neilstontrust.co.uk,
call 0141 561 1201 or online at
www.neilstontrust.co.uk

Good crop for the Gardening Club

IN THE NEXT ISSUE:
• Spotlight on the fantastic
work being done at the Bike Hub
• MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY
• Plans for greening the village
• Charter process update
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